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Learning Objectives

• Explain how Open Access articles/journals are impacting 
scholarly publications

• Interpret and put in context a journal's Impact Factor (IF) and 
other publication metrics

• Discuss what is important in the submission of a good 
manuscript to a scientific journal for timely and effective 
external review and publication 



JNEN Editor-in-Chief Report
AANP June Meeting

Jack Lee, MD, PhD



Journal Statistics
(May 2021 to May 2022; 2022-2023):

• Manuscripts Received 274; 271

• Not within scope: 30%; 21%

• Reject on original submission: 10%; 10%

• Reject with possible resubmission: 13%; 15%

• Revise original submission: 43%; 48%

• Acceptance overall: 41%; 49%



Statistics

• Total reviewers invited: 1240; 1351

• Declined/No Response: 818; 851

• Average Days to complete review: 12.1; 13.1

• Average Days from Submission to first decision: 18.7; 20.3 
(down from 26.1 days in 2019)



Submitted Articles by Geography-Country of Origin (2017-2022)

• United States: 318; 180 – 55% acceptance rate

• Europe/Australia: 262; 162 – 48% acceptance rate

• Canada: 66; 37 – 56% acceptance rate

• Japan: 117; 64 – 55% acceptance rate

• China: 490; 52 – 12% acceptance rate

• Other: Since January 2023 – 46 of 98 (47%) submissions from 
China compared to 28 of 110 (25%) from Jan to May 2022



OUP 5-Year Contract (2021-2026)

• $90,000 resigning bonus
• Net Guaranteed: $1,068,565
• Net Projected: $1,314,420

2022 OUP Royalties and Payments to JNEN
• $133,139 Editorial Management
• $130,098 Royalties
• Currently $49,524 above the expected Net Guaranteed per year (2022); $350 

above expected Net Projected per year (2022)

•  JNEN Current Total Assets over $3,000,000 in AANP 



Preliminary 2023 Annual Report from OUP 
Katherine (Kate) Lavallee

Oxford University Press (OUP) has been our publisher for 7.5 years
• Impact factor 2018:  3.46
• Impact factor 2019:  2.92
• Impact factor 2020:  3.69
• Impact factor 2021:  3.15
• Impact factor 2022 (Due out in June 2023)
• Days from Receipt for Production to Online Publication: 
    15.5 (2021)   12.9 (2022) 
• Open Access Articles (2022-2023): 10-12%



Focused Efforts

• AANP members submissions to JNEN
    “Flagship” Journal representing our Association

• AANP members have page charges waived
• Directed letters of requests to authors from 99th meeting Abstracts
• Monthly emails including JNEN In This Issue to AANP members
• Continue to recruit relevant review articles including those on new and 

developing technologies (i.e., liquid biopsies, informatics)
• What Every Neuropathologist Needs to Know/JNEN Articles
• JNEN Editorial Board Meeting, June 2023



Areas for Continued Effort

• Continue working with the Finance Committee and AOE to coordinate 
JNEN finances 

• Coordinate with Website Committee
• Work with OUP on Social Media Updates and NeuroHub Virtual 

Journal (3 JNEN Neuro-Oncology articles featured in 2022) 
• Review and monitor JNEN Altmetric Scores
• Continue OUP efforts in co-marketing JNEN with other neuroscience 

journals
• Continue Recruitment/Assignment of Review and Original articles for 

Open Access--On track for 15 articles in 2023; 30 articles in 2024



Oxford University Press (OUP) Publisher’s Report 2023
Katherine Lavallee

Institutional 
Subscriptions

2020 2021 2022

Collection 2,375 2,619 2,625

Conventional 
Academic

55 48 39

Grand Total 2,430 2,667 2,664















2022 IMPACT FACTOR

***Calculated from the citations per articles published from the 2 years previous to the year of reporting 











(Australia, New Zealand etc.)







2022 JOUNRAL RANKINGS

100/212-- CLINICAL NEUROLOGY category UP from last year 122/212 

151/272-- NEUROSCIENCES category same as SAME year 151/272

34/76-- PATHOLOGY category UP from last year 42/77



About the H-index
The H-index is an index to quantify an individual’s scientific research output.  Named for 
physicist Jorge Hirsh who wanted to determine relative worth of theoretical physicist 
quality of papers. 

The H-index is an index that attempts to measure both the scientific productivity and 
the apparent scientific impact of a scientist. The index is based on the set of the 
researcher's most cited papers and the number of citations that they have received in 
other people's publications.  A scientist has index h if h of [his/her] Np papers have at 
least h citations each, and the other (Np − h) papers have at most h citations each. The 
h-factor is primarily related to number of publications in relation to a derived function 
of citations per article.   

For a 20 year career, a H-index of 20 would be considered “successful”, 30 is very 
good; 40 is outstanding and 60 is “truly exceptional”

Median H-index National Academy of Science members: 57 
Nobel winner Dr. Baltimore H-index 191

Measuring Your Impact: Impact Factor, Citation Analysis, and other Metrics
https://researchguides.uic.edu/if/impact

https://researchguides.uic.edu/if/impact




OPEN ACCESS 





Oxford University Press (OUP) General Assessment All Journals  

*In 2023, average cost for Open Access is approx. $3,000 (without discounts)



https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-Access-Memo.pdf

Executive Office of the President
Office of the Science and Technology Policy

August 22, 2022

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

FROM: Dr. Alondra Nelson Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy Director for Science and 
Society Performing the Duties of Director Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)

SUBJECT: Ensuring Free, Immediate, and Equitable Access to Federally Funded Research

This memorandum provides policy guidance to federal agencies with research and development
expenditures on updating their public access policies. In accordance with this memorandum,
OSTP recommends that federal agencies, to the extent consistent with applicable law:
1. Update their public access policies as soon as possible, and no later than December 31st,
2025, to make publications and their supporting data resulting from federally funded
research publicly accessible without an embargo on their free and public release;
2. Establish transparent procedures that ensure scientific and research integrity is
maintained in public access policies; and,
3. Coordinate with OSTP to ensure equitable delivery of federally funded research results
and data.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-Access-Memo.pdf






Title:
The title of a manuscript gives the first impression about the manuscript. 
Most of the search engines use keywords to locate relevant articles, and, 
consequently, the title needs to be well thought out 
A comprehensive title may have the following three important keywords: 
general, indicating the area or specialty the article belongs to; intermediate, 
referring to a specific disease or condition; and specific, referring to particular 
tests or interventions.[6] It is important for the title to convey the new 
information the concerned study is offering. Abbreviations should be 
avoided, and many journals have limitations on the number of characters to 
be included in the title.[7] In addition, some journals require a short running 
title for the readers’ ease of reading.

PEARLS FOR THE PREPARATION OF A GOOD SCIENTIFIC MANUSCRIPT   

Ref: Jirge PR. Preparing and Publishing a Scientific Manuscript. J Hum Reprod Sci 2017;10:3-9.



Introduction: 
The last paragraph in the Introduction section defines the aim of the 
study or the study question using active verbs. If there is more than 
one aim for the study, specify the primary aim and address the 
secondary aims in a separate sentence. It is recommended that the 
Introduction section should not occupy more than 10–15% of the 
entire text.[14]



Methods:
It describes the methods and means used to conduct the study in 
such a way that other researchers should be able to perform a 
similar study with the given information.[16,17,18]

It is important to mention both the generic and brand names of all 
the drugs used along with the name of the manufacturer and the 
place of manufacturing. Name the company and the country from 
which all reagents are used.



Statistical Analysis: 
One of the most important deterrents for publishing clinical research 
is the inability to choose and perform appropriate statistical analysis. 
With the availability of various user-friendly software systems, an 
increasing number of the researchers are comfortable performing 
complex analyses without additional assistance. However, it is still a 
common practice to involve biostatisticians for this purpose. 
Coordination between the clinicians and biostatisticians is very 
important for sample size calculation, creation of a proper data set, 
and its subsequent analysis. It is important to use the appropriate 
statistical methodologies for a more complete representation of the 
data to improve the quality of a manuscript.[20] 



Results: 
When comparing two groups, it is a good practice to mention the 
data pertaining to the study group followed by that of the control 
group and to maintain the same order throughout the section. No 
adjectives should be used while comparing, except for the statistical 
significance of the findings. The Results section is written in the past 
tense.



Discussion: 
The first paragraph summarizes the main results in 2–3 
sentences. The subsequent paragraphs should review the 
results in the context of available body of literature elaborating 
the similarities and differences. Any result not conforming to 
expectations or previous evidence should be analyzed, and any 
unexpected result should be highlighted as such. The strengths 
and weaknesses of the study should be discussed in a 
separate paragraph. This makes way for implications for 
clinical practice and/or future research.[16,23]

The section ends with a conclusion of not more than one to 
two sentences. The Conclusion section summarizes the study 
findings in the context of evidence in the field. 



References: 
The references at the end of the manuscript need to be 
listed in a manner specified by the journal.

Conflicts of Interest (COI): 
It is important for authors to declare any COI relevant to 
the manuscript. The COI may be personal, commercial, 
political, academic, or financial. These may have negligible 
to very significant impact on the quality of the manuscript.



Letter to the Editor with Manuscript Submission 

Follow the instructions of the journal, delineate in bullet points the main 
findings with their significance and contributions to the field. Try not to  
reiterate the abstract. It is very helpful to submit full names and email 
addresses of 2-3 possible reviewers.



Revisions:
It is important to take into consideration all the comments of 
the reviewers and incorporate the necessary changes in the 
manuscript before resubmitting. 

In the Letter of Response to Reviewers, respond individually 
to each concern by repeating/stating the concern of the 
reviewer followed by your response in a different font or 
color. State whether and how you made corrections in the 
text. For JNEN, a clean new version and track-traced versions 
are both required.



JNEN Acceptance/Publication Times in Median Days:

 -First decision: 23 

 -From first submission to final decision: 34

 -From final decision/acceptance to received in production: 6

- Received in production to published online in Advanced 

Access: 19

▪Total from submission to publication in Advanced Access:     

82 days  

Action Item: Developing a Conditional Acceptance decision in 

Editorial Manager 



Strategic Goals in Discussion

•  JNEN Sponsor of Research Pilot Grants for Junior Members (less 

than 5 years out of Fellowship) 

•  Solicit manuscripts for White Papers for Best Practices from 

Experts in Major Areas of Neuropathology 



CALL FOR PAPERS

I would like to emphasize that JNEN is the official journal of our association and that the 

majority of the Editorial Board that reviews our papers are your peers. They have the unique 

ability to critique and improve the quality of your submissions. Since the beginning of the 

year, there has been a significant decrease in submissions from our members. Therefore, this 

memorandum is a Call for Papers celebrating the 100th Anniversary of The American 

Association of Neuropathologists (AANP) and encouraging you as an active member of the 

society to submit at least one article to the journal a year.

As an AANP member you have the benefit of waived page charges and a reduced Open 

Access rate for publishing in JNEN. With the support of the Executive Council, this year JNEN 

is offsetting the costs of Open Access for 15 selected review and original articles.  We 

anticipate doubling this number of free Open Access articles to AANP members in 2024.



Certificate of Appreciation for 25 years of Service to JNEN
Eileen Healy

Managing Editor
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